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Go Figure!

by Funosoph

The WI¥5FERIOUS Appeal of Virtual Worlds

to Their Screens?

by Nancy Zwiers

What’s Got Kids

irtual worlds are infiltrating kids’ lives faster than you can say Webkinz. In addition to designing sites that excite

kids and extend the play value of toy products, what learning can we glean from these appealing worlds that

can be applied to toys? A recent survey conducted by kids’ marketing and product design firm Funosophy, Inc.,

asked kids to share their feelings on various online activities. Read on to learn more.

Playing games
to get to the
next level

Playing games
with friends for
fun

Playing games to
earn points or
virtual money

S

money or deco-
rating my online
home or space

Creating or
changing my
own cus-
tomized avatar

Spending virtual
money and buying
fashions, acces-
sories, or powers
for my avatar

Chatting with
friends in the
virtual world

Sending emails
or ccrdgs
through the vir-
tual world site
to friends

“Love It!” Kids Ages 9-11

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

“Love It!"” Gender Breakout

2% 49
™ N W

o Gl el B
peall | H | H | B |

.29%
||

.21%'
|

Playing Playing  Playing Spending Creating Spending Chﬁﬂing

Sending

games fo  games to games  virtual- or chang- virtual- witl emails or
get to the earn with money or ingmy  money, friendsin cards
next level points or friends  decorating own cus- buying  the virtual through
virtual for fun  my online tomized fashions, world the virtual
money home or  avatar  acces- world site
space sories, or to friends
powers for
my avatar
Boys = GIRLS =

“l Don’t Do This!” Gender Breakout

Lol 5750 o
10%
| | N N

Playing  Playing  Playing Spending  Creating

games fo  games fo games  virtual or chang-
get fo the earn with money or  ing my
next level points or friends decoroﬁng own cus-
virtual for fun  my online  tomized
money home or avatar
space

20! -429”
|-|-|.|389.=|29%.

Spending
virtual
money,
buying
fashions,
accessories,
powers for
my avatar

2996'25‘}/ 28"u|

38%

Chatting
with
friends in
the virtual
world

In Summary

The majority of kids love the majority of popular online activities, with the competitive nature of game

play appealing most to boys and competition and social games tying for tops with girls.

Nancy Zwiers is CEO of kids' marketing firm Funosophy, Inc. This survey was conducted by Funosophy and its
research partner; KidzEyes, among a nationally representative sample of 299 boys and girls ages 6-8.
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