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ummer Sun

Moms Share Their Purchase Plans for Travel Toys
AR

by Nancy Zwiers
h, summer... the season for road trips and travel toys. A recent survey, conducted by product design and marketing firm
AFunosophy, Inc., asked 200 moms of boys and girls ages 3-5 about the types of toys they plan on purchasing this sum-
mer. Read on to find out what they're buying.
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Specific product mentions by category:

Arts & Crafts Outdoor/Beach Toys Games
Coloring Books Beach Toys (pails and shovels) Candyland
Crayons, Markers, and Pool Toys (rings and swimmies) Connect 4
Colored Pencils Sports Balls Trouble
Drawing Equipment Bubbles Hungry Hungry Hippos
Play-Doh Bikes Magnetic Bingo
Stickers Sprinklers

Despite increasing gas prices, moms are still planning on purchasing travel toys this summer with coloring books, beach toys, and
games appearing at the top of their lists.

Nancy Zwiers is CEO of kids’ marketing firm Funosophy, Inc. This survey was conducted by Funosophy and its research part-
ner, KidzEyes, among a nationally representative sample of 200 boys and girls ages 3-5.
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Top 4 CELEBRITIES BY AGE
Ace 6 Ace ? Ace 8 Ace 9 Ace 10 Ace 11

Don't Know 55% 119% 24%
HANNAH MONTNA 519% 48% 196

GAMES 44% 549% 2%

VIDEO GAMES 449% 30% 26%
VEHICLES 39% 49% 1296
RooM DEcor 34% 52% 14%
SPORTING GOODS 27% 56% 179
ARTS AND CRAFTS 26% 71% 3%
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H ages 6-8
W ages 3-11

16%17%

Fashion Dolls Slipping with Older Girlg

Older girls, ages 9-11, are driving the slight decrease in in-
terest in fashion dolls. Bratz, which reeled older girls in with
its very “newness,” has been around for more than five
years. With nothing new to take its place, interest in fashion
dolls for this age group is down nearly 15 percent in popu-
larity since last year and nearly 20 percent since 2005.

Doll Licenses

The good news is that several tween-based entertainment
properties are being translated into dolls this fall. Perhaps
the release of fashion dolls based on top TV programs, such
as Hannah Montana or High School Musical, will boost the
subcategory to its former levels with older girls. Hannah
leads the charge with a strong interest at 79 percent, fol-
lowed by High School Musical at 74 percent, Cheetah Girls
at 51 percent, and Bratz at 48 percent.
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How POPULAR DO YOU THINK PRODUCTS FEATURING THESE ARE GOING
TO BE IN THE NEXT SEVERAL MONTHS AMONG KIDS YOUR AGE?

Top FIVE “VERY POPULAR” RESPONSES WERE:

1. PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN

2. NICKELODEON

3. DiSNEY CHANNEL

4. SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS

8. Tue Surte LiFE oF ZACK & Copy

How POPULAR DO YOU THINK PRODUCTS FEATURING THESE ARE GOING
TO BE IN THE NEXT SEVERAL MONTHS AMONG KIDS YOUR AGE?

Top FIVE “VERY POPULAR” RESPONSES WERE:

1. SPoNGEBOB SQUAREPANTS
2. NICKELODEON

3. DiSNEY CHANNEL

4. PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN
5. CARTOON NETWORK

How POPULAR DO YOU THINK PRODUCTS FEATURING THESE ARE GOING
TO BE IN THE NEXT SEVERAL MONTHS AMONG KIDS YOUR AGE?

ToP FIVE “VERY POPULAR” RESPONSES WERE:

1. PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN

2. AMERICAN IDOL

3. DiSNEY CHANNEL

4. NICKELODEON

8. THE Surte Lire oF ZAcK & Copy

Games and Building and Construction Toys Artg and Crafts Figures and
Puzzles Accessories

Electronic Learning Aids

Plush Toys Roleplay

Toy Vehicles
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